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As an advertisement company, TikTok will need to start charging users who want to share their videos 

on Facebook and other platforms. This could be a major revenue source for the company, while it works 

on developing its brand loyalty to WeChat. With all the hype that has surrounded it, TikTok is one of 

those things which is turning out to be bigger than we thought. Weâ€™ll just have wait and see how it 

pans out in the long term.",  
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In an article published by Tech Crunch, it was alleged that "Xinhua also noted that Bytedance had 

announced plans to develop a â€œsocial credit systemâ€• based on its AI capabilities in 2021. It was 

part of a larger trend for Chinese tech companies to apply AI to social credit scores. For example, Ant 

Financialâ€™s Sesame Credit uses data from oneâ€™s Alibaba profile to create a credit score for users." 

This article was published on Tech Crunch. In an article published by The Verge, it was alleged that "A lot 

on that AI hype has been around Chinaâ€™s tech companies, which have been loudly touting their AI 

capabilities to justify valuations that are 30 to 50 times higher than the next biggest tech firm in the US." 

This article was published on The Verge. In an article published by Tech Crunch, it was alleged that 

"Bytedance is also rumored to be working with a variety of Chinese government agencies. In addition to 

state-owned banks and media companies, Bytedance has partnered with social media sites WeChat and 

Tencent on its news aggregator Jinri Toutiao, and inked deals with the Ministry of Industry and 

Information Technology for speech recognition software. Another deal with Chinaâ€™s railway ministry 

is reportedly pending." This article was published on Tech Crunch.",  
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In an article published by Business Insider, it was alleged that "Seven years ago, Chinese tech firm 

ByteDance launched TikTok to help people make new connections in their everyday lives." It continued 

by saying that "However, the app has become a global phenomenon, and its popularity in recent years 

has skyrocketed among underage users." This article was published on Business Insider.", The app has 

received criticism from users for not creating revenue and posting ads on videos which some see as 

annoying. The app has also been criticized for allowing children younger than age 13 to create videos. 

Some have also criticized the app for not using technology that automatically identifies protected 

material like copyrighted music in auditions of songs from artists like Mika Singh and Sonu Nigam. The 

company has been criticized for not giving the artists any royalties from these auditions. On September 
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19, 2021, The Delhi High Court issued a notice to TikTok to respond to a plea of a lawyer seeking its 

direction to make the platformâ€™s administrators take action against their users for allegedly posting 

obscene videos and pictures.", The Tiktok video is a new type of video that combines two different video 

editing apps. The first one, TikTok and the second one being Instagram. They are traditional videos 

where both the visuals and the sound have been edited in real time by editing the images on your 

screen. It's not just any normal tiktok clip either, this app has taken it up a notch for there are many 

features included. Tiktok is a very unique app in that you get to see other people's videos. You can edit 

your video like the person before you, but once you've finalized the video, you can send it to Instagram 

for it to be played there. The app has many features such as adding music and emojis.", TikTok is taking 

steps to clamp down on users who promote self-harm through its app. In January 2021, TikTok removed 

more than 485,000 musical.ly videos for "encouraging or glorifying self-harm," "glamorizing eating 

disorders" and other harmful content.",  
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In March 2021, Linius Technologies filed a lawsuit against Musical.ly for trademark infringement. Linius 

Technologies claimed that the word "musical" in Musical.ly's name was too similar to their trademark, 

and Musical.ly had to change their name or its domain name. In June 2021, Musical.ly announced that 

they would no longer use the word "musical" in their name and would instead shorten it to just 

"Musical". Lytro Cameras also filed a lawsuit against the company in June 2021 for trademark 

infringement. In August 2021, Linius Technologies filed a request to have Musical.ly removed from the 

Google Play Store which was denied by Google on November 9, 2021 with Google stating that because 

musical.ly wasn't using the word "Musical" in their name (previously Musically), it could not be taken 

down from the app store.", Another tweet by a Twitter user referenced a news article which noted that 

"the pressure has risen on the popular video app TikTok. The app has been criticized due to [a] lack of 

clarity in its privacy policy." This particular article was published by a German news outlet and reports 

that "The Facebook subsidiary was recently investigated by the Hamburg Commissioner of Data 

Protection and Freedom of Information for possible violations of data protection laws. The company is 

now busy working on an improved privacy policy."",  
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Tiktok was originally created by a Chinese company called ByteDance Inc. It's similar to Vine, Instagram, 

and Snapchat in that it allows users to create short funny videos and posts them on the site for other 

users to like. TikTok allows you to make short 3â€“15 second videos with various effects, transitions, 

sound tracks, text captions etc. The app has had over 100 million downloads so far since its release in 

2021.",  
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Tiktok App's personality was designed based on the culture and practices of different countries around 

the world. It is a melting-pot for people, from all nationalities, racial groups, cultures and religions. The 



four basic features of Tiktok are: Chat (conversational chat), Chat Rooms, Voice Recording (voice 

message) & Sharing photos. The app uses barcodes and camera feature to paste contacts' information 

into the "conversation" stream for easy access. As such it gives users a visual representation that would 

make their communication much more real-time than other messaging apps like WhatsApp or Skype. 

Moreover, it also helps users to retrieve contacts they don't know by just scanning codes.", To this end, 

TikTok has been developed to have in-app purchases and subscriptions, meaning that it is already set up 

to generate revenue from videos that are shared on the platform, given that users are able to share 

through other networks of their choice.",  
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In an article published on Broadway World, it stated that "TikTok aims to help users meet people they 

might not have otherwise and include them in their daily lives through its short-video feature. Some of 

the videos can be private or public and each user has the ability to turn off sharing content with certain 

individuals. Users have the ability to add photos or add drawings to their videos." This article was 

published on Broadway World.", TikTok may be missing features such as a video editor, and its data 

intensive nature may make it difficult for the app to gain traction in markets where data usage is 

increasingly expensive. It also remains to be seen if the app can retain its popularity with teenagers.", A 

study published in June 2021 by researchers at University College London (UCL) revealed that 

TikTokâ€™s videos were found to be â€œgender stereotyped, objectifying, and often [showed] 

normalization of smoking and alcohol useâ€• and also used hashtags in their videos related to body 

weight control, eating disorder recovery, sexual violence, sexuality issues and gender identity issues. The 

study goes on to say that children and adolescents are a primary user demographic for this app, and that 

the app uses â€œemotional manipulationâ€• to â€œsustain engagementâ€•.",  
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TikTok has been criticized for the amount of time it takes for users to upload videos and therefore can 

affect their ability to generate revenue from them. These issues have been compounded by the 

company's lack of oversight and a lack of in-app review or moderation tools available for its users. As of 

May 2021, the app has been criticized for the amount of inappropriate and illegal content shared on its 

platform and the ease with which users can access this content. TikTok is not monitored by human 

moderators as Youtube is but relies entirely on machine learning technology to find inappropriate 

content that violates its terms of service. It has been reported that this method provides overbroad or 

inappropriate results, as well as false positives.",  
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The app has also been accused of being culturally appropriative due to its overwhelmingly white user 

base, but as of 2021, it has a growing Asian userbase as well. However, many Asian people on twitter are 

criticizing Tiktok saying that the app is racist because the only Asian people on tiktok are usually just 

Korean people or people who post content in Korean &/or criticize Korea and Kpop (even though they 

know they won't understand korean). They say that the app is racist because they only feature korean or 

chinese people but never other Asian ethnicities like Japanese, Thai, Vietnamese etc.",  
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In March 2021, it was announced that musical.ly's parent company had acquired a stake in SMG Studio 

Inc. and its video-sharing app, Pico. This was done in partnership with Bytedance in order to develop the 

two apps further and improve their capabilities. It was also revealed that SMG Studio Inc. would 

continue to operate independently from Bytedance and musical.ly while the app would continue to be 

branded as TikTok going forward.", In August 2021, Musical.ly announced a partnership with the 

National Music Publishers Association (NMPA) to promote and protect the rights of American 

songwriters' publishing royalties, providing them with legal assistance regarding digital licensing of their 

songs for use on platforms such as Musical.ly.",  
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On December 19, 2021, TikTok introduced a feature called "Profile Verification" in India. The feature was 

made to allow users to verify their identity on the app by sending their government-issued identification 

card number to TikTok. The company announced that the feature would show up as an option in the 

parental control settings of people who had verified their identities. The feature was only available for 

people aged 18 and over and did not verify names or email addresses. In addition, the company said it 

would not use the information for any other purpose other than verifying age on the platform. In an 

interview with NDTV, Jigar Shah, CEO and founder of TikTok said that they had not created profiles in 

other countries and that verification was only meant to stop people from registering without giving any 

information. On August 2, 2021, TikTok stopped offering the feature stating "We have received feedback 

from a majority of our users who do not wish to share their ID card numbers. We will continue to 

develop other features that can match identities using information such as phone number or email 

address." The company said it would continue to consider adding the feature in the future with new 

technology.",  
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Musical.ly has been criticized for its safety features and how it handles content; as of January 2021, the 

company had over 100 million worldwide users and close to three billion total video views. Safety and 

privacy concerns have also been raised about a number of high profile incidents within its community, 

including bullying, harassment, suicidal behavior, school shootings and self-harm. Teenagers and 

younger audiences who join Musical.ly are often regarded as young, impressionable teens and young 

adults who are easy targets for cyberbullying; in response to this, the company has made efforts to 

combat this prevalent issue by investing in tools that detect bullying text or comments on an individual's 

account.",  
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